
Tinicum Township Planning Commission Minutes 

December 14, 2021 

 

 

Members Present: John Clement, John Cole, Terry Johnston, Carl Ruthardt, Neil Sullivan, and 

Joy von Glueck. Absent: David Upmalis 

 

Others In Attendance: Luke Sorenson of Sherman Road, Bill Witmer of Durham Road, Adam 

Meshkov and Eleanor Breslin of Cafferty Road, and other community members. 

 

Call To Order: Carl Ruthardt  

 

Public Comment: None 

 

Approval of Minutes: Motion by Neil Sullivan and seconded by John Cole to approve the 

minutes of the Planning Commission Meeting of November, 2021. Unanimous vote to approve.  

 

New Business 

 

 1. Variance Application  

 

Owners:   Bedminster Building Company 

Applicant:  Hilltop Farm and Fence LLC 

Address:  113 Durham Road 

Application:    Variance from setback requirement for fence 

Requested Action:  Recommendation to Board of Supervisors 

 

The circumstances that led to the newly installed fence’s location and the reason 

for the request of a variance was discussed. It was noted that the current owner of 

the property is Taryn Zimmerman. No representative of the applicant was present, 

but owners of neighboring properties attended to express their concern that both 

the fence and the gate do not comply with the Township’s Ordinance. The 6-foot 

fence was installed 35 feet from the center of the road instead of 35 feet from the 

edge of the road, a distinction that the Applicant asserts was unclear in the permit. 

 

The original permit for the installation of the fence was reviewed. In the 

accompanying design plan, the proposed location of the fence was shown to be 1) 

35 feet from the edge of Durham Road (the edges of which are represented by two 

parallel dotted lines); and 2) 35 feet from the edge of Farm School Road (the 

inside edge of which is represented by a dotted line that meets the inside edge of 

Durham Road to form the corner of the property). Based on that, the Commission 

concluded that there was no uncertainty as to where the 35 feet should have been 

measured from. 

 

Mr. Ruthardt presented the criteria necessary to authorize a variance. It was 

agreed that none of the criteria were met. It was further agreed that the conditions 



necessary for the approval of a 6-foot fence and requirements for the location and 

design of a gate in the front yard -- as outlined in Ordinance 245, Section 900.12 

A(3) and Section 900.12 D -- did not seem to be present and that therefore an 

additional review of the permit was necessary.  

 

MOTION by John Cole to recommend that the Board of Supervisors oppose the 

Application for a Variance. Seconded by Neil Sullivan. Unanimously Approved.  

 

MOTION by John Clement to recommend that the Board of Supervisors direct an 

additional review of the permit in light of Ordinance 245, Section 900.12 A(3) 

and Section 900.12 D. Seconded by Terry Johnson. Unanimously approved. 

 

 

Old Business 

 

1. Codification Update 

 

Recommendation of Draft Codification to Board of Supervisors to approve as presented 

subject to the following amendments: 

 

a. To include updates to the Table of Uses and districts reflecting all accessory uses 

b. To allow H9 Commercial Garage in the C District 

c. To incorporate regulations of draft Ordinance 253 relating to solar farms and 

fencing 

d. To amend Article XIV Section 1408 to reference Sections 609, 609.1, and 609.2 

of the Municipalities Planning Code. 

 

Discussion continued on the last stages of a final comprehensive review of the 

codification of the Township Ordinance. It was agreed that, given the vast scope 

of the project and the absolute importance of accuracy, the process is 

painstakingly slow but necessary. It was further agreed that upon conclusion of 

the review, a complete list of corrections to the final codification will be presented 

to the Township.  

 

As discussed in previous meetings, the commission also noted that for the sake of 

clarity and to facilitate prompt completion of the codification, draft Ordinance 

253 should be split to create two individual ordinances, one for regulations 

regarding solar farms and another for regulations regarding fencing. 

 

MOTION by John Cole that the Board of Supervisors direct that draft Ordinance 

253 be split to create two individual ordinances, one for regulations regarding 

solar farms and another for regulations regarding fencing, in order to facilitate 

completion of the codification, to be submitted to the Planning Commission for 

review.  Seconded by Terry Johnston. Unanimously Approved. 

 

 



Discussion. None 

 

Adjournment 

 

MOTION by Neil Sullivan to adjourn. Seconded by Carl Ruthardt. Unanimously approved. 


